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streets of the south-western part of California, growing rapidly
and vigorously there, as it does in southern Europe, where, in
a comparatively short time, it has attained a large size and
produced flowers and fruits. Two specimens in San Pedro
Street in Los Angeles, helieved to have been planted by the
Jesuit missionaries, with stems nearly 9 feet through at the
ground, are estimated to be 100 feet high.l
Wendland founded this species (1883) on young plants grown
by Van Houtte at Ghent, a:nd its ascribed indigenous source is
evidently wrong, since it was asserted to be "the borders of the
Sacramento River". Van Houtte received the seeds under the
name of the species already known, and under that name their
product was at first sold, until Wendland recognized them as
distinct, and published the name W. robiista.
About this time collectors began to secure palm seed at
Palm Springs, in the Colorado desert. Parish is convinced that
this place was the true source of Wendland's second type, and
he considers it as certain that most of the trees growing there
are identical with those now recognized in Europe as represent-
ing that species.
germination.—At the time of germination the cotyledonal
petiole becomes slightly longer and then plumule and radicle
develop at the same time. At the base of the primary root
there arise some thin lateral roots and after some time it is
covered with rootlets. The radicle remains for a long time the
principal root, but after the development of several leaves, there
arises a new lateral root which is much thicker than the primary
root and destined to take its place in the course of time.
The first vegetative leaf is a mere sheath surrounded by the
ligule of the cotyledonal sheath.
insect enemy.—According to Parish the Desert Palm is not
known to be infested by any parasitic fungus, or to be subject
to any bacterial infection. "Its sole enemy", he says, "is the
larva of a Bostrychide beetle, Dinapate Wrightii Horn, the only
species of the genus- The female oviposits at the base of the
living leaves, whence the larva bores downward through the
trunk, its continually enlarging galleries becoming at length
18 mm. in diameter. These are tightly packed, for the most
1 Kinnejr in Scientific American, Vol. 60. p. 263.

